222             A HISTORY OF THE MAKATHA PEOPLE

more than a quarrel hetween the rebel viceroy and the
Maratha leader. Negotiations were broken off and hosti-
lities again began. To reinforce his army, the emperor
withdrew his troops from the north-western passes. Mahomed
Khan Bangash was also ordered to attend with his Rohillas.
Khan Dauran took command but, as before, he moved his
army backwards and forwards in such parts of the country
as he knew to be free from Maratha horse, Bajirao who
regarded the imperial commander with just contempt,
moved in every direction, as if no army opposed him. He
levied a large contribution from the Raja of Bhadavar,
while Malharrao Holkar with a great body of horse crossed
the Jamna and sacked the towns of Akbarabad and
Sayadabad. In the imperial army there were neither
courage nor capacity, but Sadat Khan, the governor of
Oudh, had still some enterprise left. In March 1737 he
surprised Malharrao Holkar and inflicted on him a severe
reverse. * Holkar fled across the Jamna, losing a number
of men in the crossing. With the remains of his army he
rejoined Bajirao. Sadat Khan wrote to Delhi so exaggerated
an account of his success, that the emperor and his advisers
thought that all danger had passed and that the few
Marathas who had escaped from Sadat Khan's sword were
fleeing in all haste to the Deccau. When this absurd
story reached Bajirao, he observed grimly "I shall prove
to the emperor that he has not heard the truth, by showing
him Maratha horse and burning villages aL the gates of
Delhi "f.

Sadat Khan had by this time joined Khan Dauran and
seems to have become infected by that commandoes
insolence. The two generals camped on the Ajmir road,
some sixty miles from Delhi. Instead of pursuing the
recent success, they spent several days in celebrating it by
banquets and supper parties. While they were still
commemorating Sadat Khan's victory, Bajirao marching at

t See Appendix B. Bajirao's letter to Cbimnaji Appa.